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SUBJECT Communist Influence in Armed Forces of Ecuador

ORIGIN

2. The following units were cited as being Cormunist-dominated and influvenced:
Third Cavelry Group, Ricbembe; Seventh Ir“emtry Batteldon, Carchi; Kinth In-
fantry Battalion, Guaysquil; and the Fift: Infentry ‘ttalion, Portoviejc.

3. Major Pollcarpo Giron, formerly of the Ninth Infantry Batialion, is telieved
to be one of the Cawnmist leaders for the coestal arsa, and is using the
Comrmunist support to further his own personsl ambiticis. He has expressed
his desire to be sssigred to the Ecuadorian Embassy in Washington as Military
Attache, .

25X1A6a -gmp The estimata of £1fty per cent, mentimed above, 1s believed
to be high and lacks confirmation from Commnist sour es, There appears to
be a tendency in the Army o blame all insubordinatici: on Commumism, while it
appears more llkely thet it is due to corruption, im: ’ficiency, and poor
diseipline.
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